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CHURCH IN THE HILLS P.C. (USA) Preparing fr e
(Christmas Season

Season of Anticipation

We find ourselves in the midst of Advent —the season of anticipation. Of course, we are anticipating
celebrating Christmas with our families and friends. My family and | went out and found a tree today and my
kids are so excited for the arrival of Christmas.

There is much anticipation for other things this year. As a church family, we are in a season of anticipating the
arrival and installation of Pastor David Ramage. When our new pastor begins his ministry there will be exciting
changes and progress toward a new direction for this church. | am 100% confident that God will work in
special ways through him and his ministry! We should all use this time before our new pastor begins to pray
for him and his family. We should also pray that God uses us as a blessing to him.

There is yet more to expect during this season. We also, anticipate the arrival of a hopeful future in Christ.

This time of year is not necessarily a happy one for many people. Some of our neighbors are having severe
financial problems as they struggle just to keep the heat on and their bills paid. Other neighbors are
experiencing the implosion of their marriages (which is woefully common around the Holidays). Not only is
this the time of year for holiday joy and happiness, it is also the time of year for bankruptcy, divorce,
depression and regret.

It is our task, then, to shine the light of hope. Advent is a bold proclamation that God is still redeeming this
world and restoring it to what he intended his creation to be: a world full of peace and grace. Hate and shame
were never meant to rule the day, for reconciliation and hope flow from God’s throne into the hearts and lives
of those who love him and love one another. But, we sinned and we chose to mess things up. So, God sent his
son Jesus to pay the price for our evil and to show us a new and better Way to live together and to worship
the Creator.

In this season of expectation, let us remember that Christ will return to this world again, and he is bringing the
fullness of his Kingdom. Here, he will rule and reign with justice and grace. When he returns, the winter will
no longer be an onslaught of despair, but every season will be joy afresh! For the radiant light of hope will
shine on all people under his glorious reign. Now, that is a reason to have hope!

Happy Holidays from Church in the Hills! We hope you can join us in our anticipation and celebrations. Let us
know if there is any way that we can be a blessing.

This Advent, let’s be sure to shine the light of hope! Corey
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significant role numbers would play in my adult
life. My parents wrung their hands over my

grades in geometry. | avoided taking anything
beyond the basic requirements in both high
school and college (opting for astronomy,
thinking that this science requirement could be
fulfilled without facing numbers - silly me). My
piano teacher frequently admonished me to “Count!” while playing, but since | had a good
sense of rhythm she was easily fooled. Thus | became a person intrigued by and dexterous in
the use of letters and words, but woefully lacking when it came to the use of numbers.

My musical life would be easier had | followed the advice of my first piano teacher. Only
recently have | become convinced of the value of conscientiously counting while playing
music. It helps keep me focused so that | know exactly where | am and focused on what is
important.

Mary and Joseph, although perhaps not musical, must have counted as well - days until
the baby’s arrival, items to take on their journey to Bethlehem (to be counted in the census),
how many inns before they found the stable.

I’m not sure how | segued here from math classes to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, but
as | consider their journey, it occurs to me that in spite of my inability to balance my
checkbook, to manage a budget, or to figure out how many people can be fed with one turkey
weighing x number of pounds, that the only number with any real significance during this
season is 1. If | put Christ and his arrival first in my life, the measure of Advent/Christmas for
me is not the date on the calendar, the number of guests served or presents bought, but
perhaps the number of times | have rested, contemplated, helped others, and welcomed Him
and all He represents into my life once again. Whether it’s musical notes that need counting or
the list of greens that need hanging or the food baskets we’re putting together, let us all join
together at CITH and make this holiday season truly count for something.

Music Director Dorothy Clore



DECEMBER GREETERS

December 4—Bob and Ardith Peters
December 11—Ron and Bonnie Kershner
December 18—Gene Seldon

Christmas Eve 7-30 p.m.—

Christmas Eve 10:00 pm —

Christmas Day —Rick and Kathy Munger
Greeters should be at the church at
9:30 a.m. If you cannot be at the
Service of Worship on the Sunday
you're to be the greeters, please

call Cindy Overby at 533-6001

DECEMBER HEAD USHERS

December 4—Sharon Frey

December 11—0Iga Cairns
December 18 —Bob Drudge
Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m.—0Olga Cairns
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m.

Christmas Day—

If you cannot be at the service of
Worship on the Sunday you're to be the
usher, please call Maureen Stenback
At 544-6522

DECEMBER LITURGIST
December 4-Duane Ferris
December 11-Tom Juntune
December 18—Susie Hutchings

Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m-Maureen Stenback

Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m —
Christmas Day-Corey
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Thomas Craigie

Bob Schaefer

Nancy Hanson

Thomas Frey
David McBeth
Millie Sirrine

Scott McManus

Allen Brown
Betty VanMer
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Betty Bea Washburn

12-5
12-6
12-6
12-8
12-14
12-14
12-20
12-21
12-24
12-25
12-28

DEACONS ON CALL FOR THE MONTH
OF DECEMBER GARNETT ANDERSON
322-6007 AND DON HOYT 989-614-0798

Class of 2011
Carol Gregory
Edena Williams
Don Hoyt
Class of 2012
Martha Harris
Lewis Lesperance
Millie Sirrine
Class of 2013
Garnett Anderson
Jeff Braden

DEACONS

533-8138
533-8598
989-614-0798

533-6105
322-2893
544-8047

322-6007
544-1685
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Joe and Chris Bostater 12-4

Paul and Sue Martin 12-11
Walt and Dee Owens 12-15
William Allen and Sue Brown 12-15
Ron and Betty VanMersbergen 12-16
Ed and Sue Blugerman 12-28

Presbyterian are looking toward the Future

Presbyterians in the twenty-first
century have a vision of ministry that is
vibrant and inviting and reflects the love
and justice of Jesus Christ.

The denomination has set four
mission priorities for the next phase of our
life as the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Evangelism & Witness—We are called
to invite all people of faith, repentance, and
the abundant life of God in Jesus Christ, to
encourage congregations in joyfully sharing
the gospel, and through the power of the

holy Spirit to grow in membership and
discipleship.

Justice & Compassion— We are
called to address wrongs in every aspect of
life and the whole of creation, intentionally
working with and on behalf of poor,
oppressed, and disadvantaged people as
did Jesus Christ, even at risk to our
corporate and personal lives.

Spirituality & Discipleship— We are
called to deeper discipleship through
Scripture, worship, prayer, study,
stewardship, and service, and to rely on the
Holy Spirit to mold our lives more and more
into the likeness of Jesus Christ.

Leadership & Vocation— We are
called to lead by Jesus Christ’s example. To
identify spiritual gifts, and to equip and
support Christians of all ages for faithful
and effective servant leadership in all parts
of the body of Christ.

With the knowledge that in life and
death we belong to God, the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) continues the journey with
hope and confidence as we move toward a
third century of witness and service to a
world in need of love.

From Presbyterian Church USA Mission
Education & Promotion, 100 Witherspoon
St. Louisville KY



BOOIK GROUP NEWS

Our plans for the coming months:

December 14, 11:30 - Lunch at Lakeview.
Bring a gift for Toys for Tots. Notify
Marianne McBeth if you will be attending.

January- Doc, by Mary Doria Russell (On
Doc Holliday and Wyatt Earp)

February- The Sixth Man, by David
Baldacci

March- Paris Wife, by Paula Mclain

April- The Bronze Horseman, by

Paulina Simons (wartime Leningrad)

May- The Brightest Day, The Darkest
Night , by Brendan Graham (The sequel to

The Whitest Flower available on Amazon.

Marianne McBeth also has one to loan out)

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

A cherished Presbyerian tradition since the

1930, the Christmas Joy offering is one of

the four special offering designated by the

General Assembly of the presbyterian
Church (U.S.A)
It supports scholarships at presbyterian —

related ethnic schools and colleges, helping

students develop their gifts and find their

calling. It also helps ministers of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and their
families in times of unusual need through

the Assistance Program of the Board of

Pensions
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Wrapping

On Sunday, December 11, the Deacons will
be in the undercroft after worship service .
They are offering their service for anyone
that would like their Christmas presents
wrapped. So bring your gifts and get ahead
of everyone by having all your presents
wrapped early.

We have some
very proud
Grandparents
at Church in the
Hills. Grant and
Jean Rowe

welcomed twins
on November
15, Katie 6 Ib and her brother Henry 5 %.
Then on November 18, Tom and Sarah
Juntune welcomed their first Grandson
Oliver Thomas he weighed in at 5lb 110z.
On Nov 28, Fred and Marty Harris
welcomed a new granddaughter Sofia
Isabella Harris.



CHRISTMAS ADOPT-A-FAMILY PROJECT
(deadline Dec. 14!)

We have the opportunity once again

to help families in Antrim County. This year

Good Samaritan in Ellsworth is doing the
screening and coordination. We have toy

and clothing wishes for the children, and we

give the parents grocery gift cards plus
shampoos, lotions, etc. We also try to give
the families hats, scarves, and mittens
(waterproof, if possible). There are various
ways you can help:

e Take one or more slips, purchase and
wrap something for that person (it
does not have to be the exact item
requested), and attach the slip.

e Donate hats, scarves, mittens

(especially waterproof children sizes),

shampoos, lotions, etc. that can be
divided among the families.

e Donate money to be used for the
grocery cards.

e Come to the church at 1 PM on Wed.,

Dec. 14 to organize the gifts.
e Help deliver the items to Good
Samaritan on Friday morning, Dec.

16. (We are not delivering to
individual families this year.)
EVERYTHING IS DUE AT CHURCH BY WED.,

DEC. 14.
Thanks, as always, for your wonderful
generosity.

PLEASE BAG ALL RECYCLING, ESPECIALLY
STYROFOAM

Thank you for all your participation in
the recycling program, and for making sure
your items are free of food. Smaller items
can be put in the containers in each kitchen
(batteries on the counter), and bagged(!)
Styrofoam can go into the outside
container. The pick-up is only once a
guarter, so bags of Styrofoam have to be
stored in a garage (and the bin’s too deep
to reach loose things at the bottom). J
Thanks!



FREE HARGAT

As a Christmas present to Antrim

County, Swans Cove Lake Spa in Central
Lake is again offering free haircuts to
anyone unemployed or underemployed.
Please contact them at 544-9974 for
information and an appointment.
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CONGRATULATIONS, TROY
For the second year in a row,
Sophomore Troy Clovis was named an
Antrim Review All Star in Cross Country. He
not only set a new Bellaire school record,
but he also had outstanding performances
at the Ski Valley Championship and the
Class D All State meet. He even broke the
17:00 minute mark at the Class D State
Championships. Great job, Troy!
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Now that cool weather’s here, we
have a new order of fair trade chocolate.
There are 5 different flavors, and the cost is
S3 each or 2/55.50. We also have 4 kinds of
tea and the usual coffees (regular and
decaf, whole bean or ground, and we plan
to have more flavored coffee). Prices are
marked, and there’s a can on the coffee
counter for payment.

Just a reminder that this is a mission
as well as congregational life project. We
have broken even on supplying the church
coffee and were able to use coffee money
for the backpack project —and of course
we’re helping independent farmers in the
countries where the products are grown.

Thanks for your support. Enjoy!

The Christmas Shoe Boxes were a success
again this year. We had 47 shoe boxes to
send out to the children to share the good
news of Jesus Christ. Thank you to
everyone who participated in the shoebox
project this year.




PRAYER REQUEST
December 2011

Caitlin Gayor
Joe Henley

Family of Chieko Prince
Jane and Jack Nichols
Cheryl Scholl Brown

Jean McClelland
Gloria Miller
Alfred Ferris
Gordon Grinwis
Doreen Stover
Ann Nagel

Margie Miedema
Mary Jurkiewaski
Marilyn Kolenek

Jane Thomas

Betty Van Antwerp

Cathy Peterson
Mary Ann Estes

Darlene Mulholland

Sara Gaynor

Courtney McNeill
Michael, Leah, & Molly

Cooper triplets
Heidi Weir
Robert Esch
Kevin Westrate
Steve Kline
Jean Thornell
Steve Laredo
Levi Ogles

Peg O’Dean
Jason Wohlert
Bill Scadin
Delora Ward
Pat DeHinke
Bob Widdis
Doug Myers
Ron Harrison
Michelle Lewis
Muriel Twigg
Richard Miller
Deb Braden
Margie Law

David, Jane, Rebecca DeBoer

Chris DelLanger & Family

If you have any prayer requests, joys,

concerns which you would like shared with
the congregation, please write them in the

prayer book in the narthex or pass them

along to the church office at 533-6001 or

e- mail Office@churchinthehills.net

The Antrim County community Choir will
presentd ¢ 2 IS0 KS NI Fog NJ / K NJ
Pepper Choplin, Sunday, December 11,

4:00 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center

Bellaire High School. Itis directed by our

own Susie Hutchings and admission is free.

Come and enjoy wonderful Christmas

songs.

On Saturday December 24, we will

have two Christmas Eve Services the first
one is at 7:30 p.m. The second service will
start at 10:00 p.m.


mailto:Office@churchinthehills.net
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Sunday, December 25" we will have our

regular Sunday service at 10:00 a.m.

CHIEKO PRINCE, 83, of Central Lake, died on
November 23, 2011 at her home. Chieko
was born on March 21, 1928 in Japan.
Chieko had summered on Intermediate
Lake since 1980, then in the following years
moved permanently to Central Lake. Prior
to moving to Central Lake she had resided
in Northville for 35 years. She was a
member of the Church in the Hills in Bellaire
and enjoyed golfing, crafts and ceramics.
On January 31, 1959, in Detroit, she married
August Prince who survives. Also surviving

are 2 children, Vicki Doucette of Garden
City, Michael (Joyce) Prince of Dearborn
Heights, 7 grandchildren, 2 great-
grandchildren and a half sister Kazuyo of
Japan. She was preceded in death by a
daughter Lauri Miller on July 16, 2011 and
her parents Memorial contributions may be
made to the charity of the donors choice.
Please sign our online guestbook at
www.mortensenfuneralhomes.com.

Reaching Out. .. . Helping Others

The first week of November many of you
donated winter clothing to be given away
by our Mission Committee on November
12™. We were so blessed with clothing that
by Friday evening | thought to myself “We
will never be able to give all of this away . ..
what will we do with it?” Was | wrong! We
had 150 people that came to the Forest
Home Township Hall that day for winter
clothes not just for themselves but for
friends and relatives. What a wonderful
experience it was! The Holy Spirit was
present at the Forest Home Township Hall
that day in the giving and in the receiving.
Thank you so much for all of your donations
... and thank you to everyone that helped
make our recipients feel loved and cared
about. Back to my original concern — what
would we do with all of the donated
clothes? By the end of the day many of our
tables were empty and the piles of clothing
had gone down. Anything left over was
given to The Good Samaritan’s in Ellsworth
and the Mancelona Resale Shop in
Mancelona. Baby clothes were given to the
Moms and Tots Center in Ellsworth and the
Baby Pantry in Mancelona. We didn’t have
any winter clothing left . . . it had indeed all
been given away! Thanks be to God! He
provided everything . . . the clothes, the



people that needed them and generous,
loving people to work as his servants.

Mary Ann Waara, Elder for Missions

Our new Pastor Reverend David Ramage
will begin at Church in the Hills on January
8. We look forward to welcoming David and
his wife Terrie and children Mallory and
Hannah.

The Ramage Family
The Ramages have loved living in Northern
Michigan for the past 15 years. Their
journey began with the marriage of David
and Terrie in 1984 in the small town
of Ashland, OH. The family soon grew to
four with the addition of two daughters,
Mallory & Hannah. After David finished his
undergraduate degree at Ashland
University the family spent three years in
New Jersey while David attended Princeton
Theological Seminary. After receiving his
Master’s of Divinity in 1996, David
accepted the call as Associate Pastor for
Youth & Families at the Presbyterian Church
of Traverse City.

David is
currently
pursuing a
Doctorate
of Ministry
from Austin
Seminary. In
his spare time he enjoys disc golf, playing
guitar, boating & spending time with family
& friends.

Mallory, age 26, has
been involved in music her
whole life, playing
piano, singing & songwriting.
She lives & works in
downtown Traverse City,
enjoying the beach& waves with friends
& family as much as possible.
Hannah, age 22, recently
i completed an internship
studying salmon in South
Central Alaska after receiving
her Bachelor’s degree from

' DePauw University.
She loves being outdoors, running, hiking,
swimming & boating.

At the January 4, Session meeting all
annual Reports are due.

Personnel/Ground Finance

Worship/Prayer Christian Ed

Mission Membership
Facilities Deacons

IOUR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL

IMEETING WILL BE ON JANUARY 22,

IPLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS|.
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR SAT
1 2 3
5:00 pm 3:00 pm
Rehearsal Wedding
Erskin & Erskin &
Miller Miller
4 5 6 7 8 9
10:00 am 1:00 pm 9:00 a.m. 9:00 am
Worship Deacons Session Men’s Rap
Service 7:00 pm 3:30 Choir 10:15
Mission Facilities _
Trim the
Tree
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 am 11:30 Book 9:00 am
Worship service group Men’s Ra
after luncheon P
Gift Wrapping 1:00 pm Gift
4:00 pm organizing
Cantata BHS 3:30 Choir
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:00 am No Choir 9:00 am 7:30 pm
Worship Rehearsal | Men’s Rap & 10:00 pm
Kids I(ru- —‘ 7-\_ ,.
Participation g
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:00 am No Choir 9:00 am NEW
worship Rehearsal | Men’s Rap YEARS EVE
7 -
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CHURCH IN THE HILLS COREY LECUREUX
A Presbyterian Community of 231-544-7130
Faith and Friendship in Christ pastor@churchinthehills.org
6401 Shanty Creek Rd Bellaire, Ml 49615
Phone: 231-533-6001

Clerk of Session:  Dottie Schaefer 377-7848

OFFICE E-MAIL: Class of 2011
Office@churchinthehills.net Bob Schaefer Personnel/Grounds 377-7848
WEBSITE Fred Harris Finance 533-6105
www.churchinthehills.org Sue Schorfhaar Worship/Prayer 533-5071

Class of 2012
Service of Worship: Sunday 10:00 a.m. Cynthia Tschudy  C. Education 544-6167
I KA f RNB Y Q18:00ta.MBuhddy Y Y Ted Whittlesey  Finance 377-9304
Mary Ann Waara Mission 533-9340

OFFICE HOURS Class of 2013
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (12-1 Lunch) Jean Rowe Membership 5338131
Secretary Cindy Overby Maureen Stenback Worship 544-6522
Church in the Hills is a member of the Sarah Juntune Facilities 533-9403
Presbytery of Mackinac Dorothy Clore Choir/Organist 331-6587
The Synod of the Covenant Edena Williams PW of CITH 533-8598

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Reverend Mr. Donald E. Gordon, Pastor Emeritus

Church in the Hills Non-Profit Org
Post Office Box 319 U.S. Postage Paid
6401 Shanty Creek Road Bellaire, MI. 49615
Bellaire, Michigan 49615 Permit No. 8

Address Service Requested

DECEMBER 2011
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